MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FOREST ROW PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 18th NOVEMBER 2025 AT 7.30PM IN THE GARDEN ROOM AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE    
    
    
PRESENT:                   	Cllrs. Eichner (Chair), Christie, Jaffay, Evans, Gilbert, Killick, Lewis, Matthews, Rainbow, Summers & Waters
           	
    
APOLOGIES:                Cllrs. la Djoi, Scott & Volkers
 
NOT PRESENT:            	                       
 
IN ATTENDANCE:        The Clerk & Deputy Clerk. County Cllr. Coleman and 3 members of public

The Chair extended a welcome to new Councillor Andrew Lewis.
C102/25 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION         
None

C103/25 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:   Apologies were accepted from Cllrs. La Djoi (ill health), Scott (work) and Volkers (family).

Cllr. Eichner proposed that agenda items 3.4-3.6 be dealt with after Reports from Principal Councillors.  This was seconded by Cllr. Killick and AGREED.
 
C104/25 RECORDS OF PREVIOUS MEETING
Minutes of the meeting of 23rd September 2025 were proposed for acceptance by Cllr. Eichner, seconded by Cllr. Killick and 									 	AGREED. 
 
C105/25 TO DECLARE ANY INTERESTS OR REQUEST DISPENSATION PERTAINING TO THE ITEMS BELOW   
Cllr. Jaffay declared a DPI in agenda item 3.7. – proposal for ‘We Grow’ planters.  The Clerk confirmed that she could participate in the discussion but not vote.

C106/25 DELEGATED DECISIONS 
A list had been previously circulated and was NOTED

C107/25 REVIEW OF ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS
A list had been previously circulated and was NOTED.

C108/25 CHAIRS COMMENTS 
None

C109/25 CLERKS REPORT ON MATTERS NOT REQUIRING A DECISION
This had been previously circulated and was NOTED.






C110/25 REPORTS FROM PRINCIPAL COUNCILS
Reports from County Cllrs. Coleman and Taylor had been previously circulated and were NOTED.
County Cllr. Coleman gave a recap of her report.

C111/25 REPORT & PROPOSAL FROM THE LOW-COST COUNSELLING SERVICE
Owen Morgan reported on the service and would be submitting a fully costed proposal for next year by the end of November.

C112/25 GRANT APPLICATION: ANDERIDA
After discussion, Cllr. Gilbert proposed that a grant of £ 2,000 be awarded.  This was seconded by Cllr. Christie.  This was AGREED with 3 abstentions.

C113/25 GRANT APPLICATION; ‘PODS’
After much discussion, Cllr. Matthews proposed that an amended grant application be bought to Full Council in December together with evidence of demand. This was seconded by Cllr. Eichner and AGREED.

C114/25 FINANCIAL POSITION
A financial report had been previously circulated and was NOTED.

C115/25 REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES 
Cllrs. Matthews, Gilbert & Rainbow gave brief reports from the last meetings of Facilities, Finance & Policy and Community Services Committees. NOTED

C116/25 REPORTS FROM CURRENT ‘LIVE’ WORKING GROUPS (not requiring decisions)
Festival Corner working group – The Clerk gave a brief report from this group. The group felt the physical noticeboard and its digital counterpart could be amalgamated. His advice - and the consensus - was that this should be an independent project with the Council as a participant.
The Square working group – Cllr. Gilbert gave an update from this group.
The ‘Middle’– Cllr. Christie gave an update.

C117/25 REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES
Cllr. Killick reported that she had attended the Business Group meeting.  The Christmas Trail would take place on 6th December and Late-Night Shopping on 4th December. NOTED
Cllr. Rainbow reported that the Grotto would be in the Fred Bishop Hall on 22,23 and 24 December. 
Cllr. Matthews suggested that this should be more widely advertised.

C118/25 TO FILL THE VACANCIES ON COMMITTEES 
Cllr. Lewis said that he would like to attend all Committee meetings before deciding where he could best contribute.

C119/25 PROPOSAL FOR THE RENAMING OF COMMITTEES
The recommendation from the Committee structure working group was to change the name of the Facilities Committee to Place Committee and Community Services Committee to People Committee. This was proposed by Cllr. Waters, seconded by Cllr. Christie and AGREED with 6 for, 4 against and 1 abstention.

C120/25 A PROPOSAL FROM THE HIGH FIVE CLUB
The provision of a session for older SEN young people had been considered.  Cllr. Eichner proposed that this goes ahead for a trial period. This was seconded by Cllr. Killick and AGREED.




C121/25 PROPOSAL FOR ‘WE GROW’ PLANTERS
A diagram had been previously circulated for portable planters in the ‘Square’ area.   Cllr. Killick proposed that this be agreed ensuring that no accessibility issues were compromised.  This was seconded by Cllr. Matthews and AGREED.

C122/25 THE PROPOSED WEIRWOOD/ARDINGLY WATER PIPELINE
A statement had been prepared by the Planning Group and circulated to Council.  Cllr. Killick proposed that this be sent to South East Water in objection to their plans.  This was seconded by Cllr. Eichner and AGREED.

C123/25 ITEMS FOR FUTURE CONSIDERATION BY FULL COUNCIL OR COMMITTEE 
None      

The meeting closed at 9.20pm


 






    
 
 SIGNED: ……………………………………………..    	DATE…..………………………………(Chairman)   
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